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DETAILED ACTION 
Double Patenting 

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims 
are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct 
from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated 
by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 
F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 
1985); In re Van Ornum y 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 
F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .321 (c) or 1 .321 (d) 
may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory 
double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to 
be commonly owned with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of 
activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement. 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 

Claims 1-3 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable overclaims 1-3 of Okada, U.S. Patent No. 6, 937,298. 
Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from 
each other because the new features of the invention as claimed by the applicant are 
not new, novel, or un-obvious over the existing U.S. Patent No. 6,938,298. 

Okada discloses a gaming machine comprising "a liquid crystal panel and a light 
guiding plate", wherein said light guiding plate is "disposed at a rear of the liquid crystal 
panel" to "guide light emitted from an illumination means (claim 1, column 10, lines 34- 
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40). In addition, Okada discloses a variable display device, namely a slot machine reel, 
disposed at the rear of the liquid crystal display in claim 1, column 10, lines 41-45. 

Regarding the limitation of a cutout or recess in the liquid crystal display, figure 3, 
figure 4, and figure 7 disclose said cutout, as well as in lines 1-5 of column 7, stating 
"The left, center, and right reel display windows 4L, 4C, and 4R correspond to the left, 
center, and right reels 3L, 3C, and 3R respectively, and are formed as cutouts ... for 
allowing incident light to pass through". An end face of the cutout or the recess as 
being applied with a light scattering process is disclosed in figure 7, as well as in lines 
39-43, stating "the light emission means can be not only placed above and below the 
reel display windows 4L, 4C, and 4R, but also placed in the surroundings of the reel 
display windows 4L, 4C, and 4R. 

In addition, Satoh et al. (US Patent No. 6,811,271) discloses an illumination unit 
for reels of a slot machine comprising "a transparent frame member 10 placed in the 
rear side of a symbol display window of a slot machine and in front of a plurality of reels 
14 each with a plurality of symbols provided on the peripheral surface. The transparent 
frame member 10 has a front face 10a and a rear face 10b as main faces and side end 
faces 10c connecting them. It is formed with through holes 10d as many as the number 
of the reels so as to penetrate the frame member 1 0 from the front face 1 0a the rear 
face 10b" (column 3, line 59 through column 4, line 2). Further, Satoh et al. discloses 
that "an inner end face 10e of each through hole 10d connecting both the openings is a 
slope widening toward the front face 10a, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. The surface of 
each inner end face 10e is a light scatter face" (column 4, lines 7-10), and that the inner 
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face may be shaped in various formations to scatter light (column 4, lines 62-67). 
Therefore, although not explicitly claimed by Okada, the limitations describing a cutout 
in the liquid crystal display and the application of light to an end face of the cutout is not 
new, novel, or un-obvious. 

Regarding claim 3, the limitation that the gamine machine of claim 1 feature a 
part of at least one of the plurality of reels as being inserted into the cutout or recess, 
Okada discloses the liquid crystal display as being positioned in front of the plurality of 
reels. Also, Satoh et al. (US Patent No. 6,81 1,273) discloses "the illumination unit has a 
transparent frame member 10 placed in the rear side of a symbol display window of a 
slot machine and in front of a plurality of reels" (column 3, lines 59-63). However, 
inserting at least one of the plurality of reels into the cutout or recess does not provide 
any known advantage over disposing the plurality of reels behind the liquid crystal 
display and is therefore not new, novel, or un-obvious. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Pertinent prior art includes: 

• Okada (US 4,71 8,672) discloses a slot machine featuring a liquid crystal 
display panel. 

• Okada (US 7,097,560) discloses a gaming apparatus with a variable 
display unit and concealing unit to temporarily conceal the variable display 
unit. 
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• Uchiyama et al. (US 6,638,165) discloses a virtual image/real image 
superimposing and display apparatus, and slot machine. 

• Hagiwara (US 5,580,055) discloses an amusement device and selectively 
enhanced display for the same. 

• Davids (US 4,517,558) discloses a three-dimensional video screen display 
effect. 

• Paulsen et al. (US 2003/0060269) discloses a gaming machine reel 
having a flexible dynamic display. 

• Ozaki et al. (US 2001/0031658) discloses a pattern display device and 
game machine including the same. 

• Inoue (US 6,715,756) discloses a symbol display device for a game 
machine. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meagan Thomasson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2080. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 830-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bob Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Meagan Thomasson 
25 September, 2006 




